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Four Lives of Typical Americans

A Group Review. By JUDGE WILLARD BARTLETT.

UEORGE WASHINGTON. By William Ros-
coe Thayer, Houghton Mifflin Company.

JOHN BURROUGHS TALKS. His reml- |
niscenees and comments as reported by
Clifton John=onr. Houghton Mifflin Com-
pany |

ALL IN A LIFETIME. By Henry Morgen-
thau in collaboration with French Strother, |
Doubleday, Fage & Co. |

MY il AND WOREK. Henry Ford in
e boration,  wit Samuel Crowther.

& Co

HE four biographies which are here!
reviewed logether may seem at first
I |

blush to have no natural connec-|

Dobvieday, | uge

tion justifying their consideration in. one |
and the same article, but they have been |
thus grouped {Offether becuuse, published
at the same time, they illustrate in a
striking manner the extent to which men, |
all of whom must be regarded as repre-|
senlalive or typical Americans, may never=
theiess differ from one another, as much
&5 men possibly can differ

vironment, character, career

in origin, en=|
and achieve- |

ment. If chance counts for anything in

success they are only alike in having all
befn extremely lucky in life and all being
Americans,

It s a far cry from George Washing=|

lhﬂ'-

imong the founders of ihlaf
Republle, to Henry Ford, the millionaire
Michigan manufacturer of motor cars, who
Is pronounced by his publishers to be the
richest man in the world. In the conversa-
tions of John Burroughs we have the ut-
terances of a notable lover of nature
whose career more nearly exemplified “the
simple life” than #d that of any other
American of his time; while the auto-
blography of Henry Morgenthau s an ad-
mirable portrait of an Americanized alien
of the most desirable type.

ton, soldier, stntesman and patriot,

foremost fzurs

reader who finds Mr. Thayer's
“George Washington™ prominently put for- |
ward among the more =erious publications |

The

of the month s naturaiiy prompted to |
ask: “Why are we offered n new life of
Washington at this time?' The purpose

of the publlshers, as avowed on the folder
inclosing the book, 1s to make it the defini-
tive one volume blography of Washington.

It is an octave of 260 pages. The work |
which mest nearly resembles it In style -'.u'ldl.
makeup 8 Woodrow Wilson's -'ﬂmrg\)’

Wnashington,” 314 pages. published by Har-

per & Brothers fn 188 Mr. Thayer's
object as expressed in his preface hs ©n
to give sketch of George Washingt n'.-al
life and acts, which should disclose the
Bumon residue” which he felt sure must|
pe { in Washingion’s character. “No

other great man in history,” He says, “h
had to
and
the §

live down such a mass of absurdities

letiberats

[alse Inver

|
|
tinng I.:-.:-.u.d!r'.%'i

Father of His

life mis 154 m

wh 1o facs
nature of eact feal iefly stated and
then we are w it wus overcome. The
aunthor |s «d In the confident hope
that those who read this biography will no
longer onsider G Washingt the
me elusive of his personage

I altemptir i wsify Americian men
of lette M Hosee Thayer
should 1 b 1 n exp n
bir hy ~N onl I & WT
mir t Era ¢ Cavo I 8
and I X
poui i in a
&ms eI
’h)’ " of -
live nd
pu i by 8 in 192 in « of
the #otures he say T
Joct of the hlographer the 1 "
This correspond oly w ik of
Mr Gamallel Bradford, ar wcomplished
SONEMPOrUry «xpert sruaphy. and it

| history in its more familiur aspect®

may safely be Inferred that (he same view
is entertained by Mr. Lytton Htr;whr-y.f
whose biographical essays have rl'urmlyl
attracted so much favorable attention llt.-rt.-i
and in England Treating Washington's |
character, therefore, as the key to his |
greatness, Mr. Thayver has studied it with
exceptional care, in order to present Wash-
ington as a man more clearly to the com-
prehension of the reader. The appearance
of this biography ls timely, if only to con-
tradict the intimation by Mr. H. G. Walls
in his outline of history to the effect that |
Washington was habitually an indolent
man. Every American household in which
there is any considerable collection of
books at all ought to possess a “Life of |
Washington," Irving's moenumental work |
in five volumes requires more shelf space
than can be afforded in ordinary libraries
nowadays, a one volume biography is es-

sential. Mr. Thayer's book is just what
was needed. {
. |

The announcement in March, 1921, of

the death of John Burroughs, In the eighty- |
fourth year of his age, brought a sense of
profound regret to scores and hundreds of
lovers of nature the
United States. He most |
popular writer of atural
The |
older readers who used to be enthusiastie
over the writings of Thoreau became ad- |
mirers of the books of John Burroughs,
and others classed him with the school of
nature lovers represented by John Muir. |
The widespread interest in the man and
his writings makes the present time pe- |
culiarly appropriate for the publication of |
such a book ns his artist friend. Mr. Clifton |
Johnson, has produced under the title of |
“John Burroughs Mr. Johnson's |
acquaintance with Burroughs arose out of |
his employment tbo illustrate two collec-
tions of his essays. The artist had long |
been an ardent worshiper of the author
and he avalled himself of the opportunities |
afforded by their many meetings to make |
careful notes of what Burroughs had to
say on almost every subject under the |
sun. In his old age the venernble natural- |
Ist reminded the present writer of Rip Van |
Winkie, and he was quite as delightfully
talkative. The notes taken by Mr, Johnson |
have been classified and arranged in this
volumeé s0 as practically to constitute a
tolerably complete autobiography of Julml
Hurrooghs. The artist has sought to :.-u-'ai
a falthful report of the author's uncon-
ventional and furnish his ad- |
mirers with a narrative of the chief events |
of his life,
The outeo:

portrait of

study throughout
the

upon

hecome

day

had

the

Talks."

talk thus

taken down from his own life. |

ne & an exceptic Iy interesting |

character. |
|

Burroughs refused to regard hime- |
- | |

speaking, He |
said he preferred to call himself a nature |
The which he

an national biogr:

1 remarknble

1

as a naturnlist, strictly

over. place oecuples In

wis won, not |

A mier

«0 much by a sclentifie study of nature as

| by the writing of nature essavs in which
he recor Lhe ervation of famill .1-1
facts o rning plants and animals which |
wually the notlce of ordinary ob
'.-l':_\l'l.'h He disapproved the women's col
make o feature ufi

wy dissect]

iny  fuss or e
bout it, J Hu s really lived “the
wh 0 many praise and so |
e He did care for m--::r)'l
¥ 1 to ennble him to live |
tiin his (umily—a wife and child
nor f A«jd from his
wi k L) r
i ] [
Aft n A TR
i a1 i i him ur
1 rieply t ¥ 1
ruova . ] ]
] T Thit T
out $3 ). A
} 1 e 1 of | 1 lerab
wiks very proud of the
e 1 I Rus=eli Lowell of the

firme ntribution which he =¢nt to the

| of Henry Morgenthau, justifving the pub-

(a fortune he turned his attention

|coming races of Europe.

| America will

Atlantic Monthly—an Emerdonlan essay
on “Expression,” for which he received five
dollars a page. His subsequent literary
putput fills nineteen l6mo. volumes, from
“Wake Robin" to “Field and Study.” Mr.
Clifton Johnson's very entertalning book
should be deemed an Indispensable ad-
dendum to every set of his works,

1L

The interest which exists in the career

lication of an elaborate autobiography, may

be explained in a single sentence. It Is
due to the fact that after having made
to the
broader aspects of politics, ardently and
effectively supported Woodrow Wilson for
the Presidency and was rewarded by the
mission to Turkey, the duties of which he
discharged in wartime with such
spicuous credit to himself as to win wide-
spread approval from his countrymen in
the land of his adoption.

Henry Morgenthau was born at Mann-
heim in the Grand Duchy of Baden in 1856, |
A good fulry must have presided over his
birth, for the story of his life is a record
of continuous success. His father was a
prosperous eigar manufacturer, and the son
came to Amertica, not as a poor boy with-
out prospeets but as a well to do young
man seeking a more promising field of en- |
deavor than was afforded him in Germany.
He studied law, was admitted to the New
York bar and practiced law here twenty
years, devoting more attention, however,
to the business zide of the profession than
to work in court. He acquired special pro-
ficlency in buying and selling real estate, |
greatly to his own profit and the profit of
those who were wise enough to act upon |
his advice. In this way he amassed a
fortune, amd then, at middle age, he turned
aside from money making to realize, if pos-
sible, some of the ideals of his youth in
ethics, music, social service, education and
political ife. Hundreds of rich men have
formed plans to bring themselves happi-
ness when they shall have aequired wealth, |

oon-

| but usually by the time they have made

money enough the desire or capacity to|
carry out those plans has passed away.
It hos not been so with Henry Morgen-
thau. [dealism has overcome materinlism
in the latter part of his life. His narrative |

l of the resulting activities makes his auto- |

biography peculiarly interesting to all seri-

| bus students of the great problem of the

United States as a melting pot for the in- |
There would be
no such problem Iif all immigrants were as
capable of Americanization as Henry Mor-
genthau has proved himself to be. Pages
could be filled with Instructive quotations |
from his book, but limitations of spuce
restrict us to a single extract from a pro-
phetic speech made by Mr. Morgenthau to
the American soldiers at Coblents, when he |
their Hut in 1819:]
YAt present we are enjoying only a sus- |

visited Liberty there

pension of hostill Please don't go home |
-

and tell the pe
We have

that this war is over. |

got to pre

» for a greater |-r-[‘.-!

flict, a greater sa T, A Zroater responsi-
L The you men of Ar e will |

to fight. .+ The natlons |
are going to have further quarrels and dis-
putes, I belleve that within fifteen years |

be called upon really to save |
the world."

is much to commend In Mr, Mor-

o 1'% book, 1 we hope that this

prophecy is as mistaken ns we belleve ft
to be.

In his Iast chapter the author takes|

id aguinst the e shment of |
a Jewish Stote
Zi

Jewish

strong grot

in Palestine

the

sm ks
§

maost foue folly in
‘We Jews of America,” he

have found America to be
refore, 1 refuse to

stupe
Istory
our Zion.
allow myself to be |

il I Zionist, T am an American,” With |
these words he ends the story of a useful
fe: full of valuable lessons not only to
his raciad compatriots, but to all who

orish a worthy ambition to rise in the

Id and at the same time b of service

their fellows

IV.
Henry Ford of Michigan, the rich maker
of the Ford automobile, has written an
graphy which differs as much as
possible from that of Henry Morgenthau,
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